Text 9

What is a nanny?

The dictionary definition of a nanny is: “A woman employed to look after the children in a rich family’s home.” Traditionally, then, nannies have been women. But Peter Cummins, aged 19, has recently become the first man to study at Norland College in England, which has been training nannies since 1892.

Peter discovered his vocation when he had to look after six cousins aged between one and a half and eleven years old. “I was playing card games, and hide and seek, preparing their food and putting them to bed and it just seemed to come quite naturally, it didn’t feel like work.” He adds, “There’s something incredibly rewarding about smiling at a little baby and seeing her smile back.” When Peter finishes his two-year course and one-year probation he will earn more than £400 (that’s 600 euros) a week as well as getting free meals and accommodation, and extras such as a mobile phone, a car and foreign holidays. Indeed there is such a demand for well-trained nannies that he will probably be able to interview the families rather than vice versa. Peter thinks that being a man will help, too: “All children benefit from male role models,” he says. “In a family where the father works away a lot… I can fill the gap.” So while his friends are going to university, Peter is learning how to get babies to go to sleep, to encourage little children to eat their vegetables and how to read bedtime stories. “Initially, I’d like to work in America or Canada,” he says.

A.- Decide whether the statements below are true or false. Justify your answers with words from the text. (2 marks)

1 Nannies are no longer only women.

2 Peter has never taken care of any children.

3 Peter is still a student at Norland College.

4 When he finishes his training, he wants to work in his own country.

B.- Choose the correct option for the sentences below. (2 marks)

1 A nanny is defined as a woman who looks after children according to…

a) Norland College
b) a dictionary entry
c) Peter Cummins

2 Norland College has been training nannies for…

a) over a century
b) nearly a century
c) five decades

3 According to Peter, working as a nanny is a…

a) very hard job
b) tiring job

c) rewarding job

4 Peter seems to be … about becoming a nanny.

a) enthusiastic

b) worried

c) frightened

C.- Find words in the text that correspond to the meanings below. (1 mark)

1 wealthy

2 unbelievably

E.- Choose one of the following. Write 60-80 words. (3 marks)

1 Summarise the text in your own words.

2 Would you like to become a nanny? Give reasons.

PAGE  
1

